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Dear Colleagues,

Drugs represent an important cause of liver injury. Presently, almost 1,000 drugs, toxins,
and herbs have been reported to cause liver injury and almost 75% of the idiosyncratic
drug reactions result in liver transplantation or death. Various types of drug-induced liver
diseases are acute-dose dependent liver damage, acute fatty infiltration, cholestatic jaun-
dice, liver granulomas, active chronic hepatitis, liver cirrhosis, liver tumours, etc.

Physicians must be vigilant in identifying drug-related liver injury because early detection
can decrease the severity of hepatotoxicity if the drug is discontinued. The manifestations
of drug-induced hepatotoxicity can be significantly variable, ranging from the asympto-
matic elevation of liver enzymes to fulminant hepatic failure. Knowledge of the commonly
implicated agents and a high index of suspicion are essential in diagnosis.

Taking into consideration the importance of drug-induced hepatotoxicity as a major cause
of liver damage, this supplement throws light on various drugs which induce hepatotoxici-
ty, with their mechanism of liver damage and the related clinical scenario. Moreover, spe-
cial attention will be focused also on fatalities due to drug-induced hepatotoxicity, by eval-
uating both the macroscopic findings in the forensic setting and the histological patterns.
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Subtopics of interest include, but are NOT limited to:
• Epidemiology of drug-induced liver injury
• Risk factors for drug-induced liver injury
• Pathophysiology and mechanisms of drug-induced liver injury
• Hepatotoxicity associated with illicit use of anabolic androgenic steroids and doping
• Drug of abuse and hepatotoxicity
• Forensic science and toxicology
• Genetic susceptibility to drug-induced liver injury
• Herbal hepatotoxicity
• Dietary supplements
• Role of national registry of drug-induced liver injury
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