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Following concerns raised by a whistleblower regarding ethics approval issues, statistical analysis, the 
reliability of the reported results, and potential conflicts of interest, the journal initiated an editorial 
investigation in accordance with journal policies and COPE guidelines.

The authors were contacted and provided a response as well as the original data. An independent sta-
tistical expert was appointed to reassess the manuscript.

The evaluation identified insufficient documentation of ethics approval across all participating centers 
and unresolved methodological and statistical concerns, which together limit the reliability and inter-
pretability of the reported findings.

In light of these issues, the Editor-in-Chief has concluded that the article's results and conclusions are 
compromised. The article is therefore retracted.

The authors have been informed of this decision and do not agree with the retraction.

This article has been retracted. The Publisher apologizes for any inconvenience this may cause.
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